
On Photographing Objects 

Tips for set up and the camera: 
• Choose the background paper color to achieve the best possible contrast for your work. In 

general (in 2019), you should use the lightest paper that will still contrast with your work. Start 
with white unless your work is white. The darker the paper, the more challenging it can become 
to keep the light even on the background. (This is why the graded backdrop paper was 
invented.) 

• Always use a tripod and always shoot at the highest resolution the camera will allow, and always 
shoot in RAW format if your camera supports it. (See editing section.) 

• Always adjust camera settings to manual. Start with the F-stop at 13 at a minimum, but use 16 
for larger work.  Stop down if necessary. The larger the number, the smaller the aperture, the 
smaller the aperture the greater depth of field meaning more of the image will be in focus. This is 
important for showing all the work in focus in the image. Use a low F-stop only for detail shots 
because it will have some of the work in focus but much of it out of focus. 

• Set the ASA to 200 or lower, preferably at 100 or below if your camera has that setting. This is 
about quality of the image relative to noise and clarity without graininess. The higher the ASA, 
the faster the image sensors have to process the light and the image, resulting in lower quality.  

• Determine the proper white balance. (Do a test with Automatic and Tungsten to see which looks 
best on the computer screen) This can also be adjusted in Adobe Bridge/Photoshop RAW 

• Measure the light through the camera. This is usually done by depressing the shutter part way. 
After taking the first shot, look at the image and adjust accordingly. 

• Bracket the images you are taking by shooting half a stop above and half a stop below what 
looks good on the display screen by changing the shutter speed up and down one setting either 
direction. 

Tips on lighting:
• Determine the best view and adjust camera higher or lower, but take more than one angle of 

your work, both from viewpoint high/low and by rotating the work. 
• Generally, the more light—and the more even the light—the better. Use a minimum of two lights. 
• Start with the main light then use reflectors or another light at a lower setting for the fill. 
• Avoid shadows and dark areas on the front of the work, particularly between sides. Use 

additional lights as necessary. 
• With grey backdrops, avoid getting partial light on the background. The light should either be full 

or minimized in order to avoid uneven gradation. 

Tips on editing:
• When opening the photos, if you shot in RAW you should be able to make many adjustments in 

the Adobe Bridge Camera RAW section without losing image quality. 
• Pay attention to the temperature (white balance), and try to achieve the right coolness or warmth 

that shows the work the best 
• Make the image as bright as possible in the exposure setting, even if you begin to wash out the 

highlights 
• Adjust the highlights to bring out any spots that are blown out. If you can’t retrieve everything, 

then lower the exposure. 
• Adjust the shadows and/or the black point rather than adjusting contrast to make the lights and 

darks balanced. 
• After all these adjustments, you can play with levels, brightness, contrast, etc 
• Finally, as necessary you can select the background to lighten it, blur it, band-aid it, etc. to make 

the focus on the work itself and minimize the background.


